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REMOTE AUSTRALIA TO LEAD WORLD FIGHT 

AGAINST EYE DISEASE 
 

Aboriginal communities in remote Australia will be among the first in the world to experience 

and benefit from a new way to test for blinding eye diseases such as diabetic retinopathy and 

glaucoma. 

Aboriginal Community Researchers will play a key role in helping deliver the intelligent retinal 

camera technology to remote communities and adapt it to their needs, through the 

participation of Ninti One in a $30m scientific partnership announced today by the Vision CRC. 

The partnership will develop, test and deliver the world’s first intelligent retinal camera, 

designed to scan the eyes of patients in real time and detect early signs of disease, enabling 

better treatment. 

“The new retinal camera will fill a real gap for people living in remote communities who 

cannot easily access the services of ophthalmologists and optometrists. At least 35 per cent of 

Aboriginal people have never had an eye test and rates of undiagnosed diabetic retinopathy 

are particularly high in remote areas,” says Ninti One Managing Director, Jan Ferguson.  

“We are delighted our Aboriginal Community Researchers are playing such a central role in 

this vital project, and helping deliver it to the world.” 

The camera is being developed by the Vision Co-operative Research Centre, with partners in 

the US, China, India and Africa as well as remote Australia. It is based on an imaging system 

developed by medical technology pioneer Professor Tom Cornsweet of Arizona, US, with 

support from the Fred Hollows Foundation. In this project it will be developed as a robust, 

affordable device suitable for use in remote areas. 



“Ninti One’s network of community-based researchers is already in place in communities 

across central and remote Australia. Their task will be to work with those communities on 

the ground, find out the needs and wishes of patients – and make sure that the new eye 

testing technology meets them,” Ms Ferguson explained. “They will also document the 

social and economic benefits which the technology brings to remote communities.” 

 

“In so doing, we will be laying the ground for the adoption of this valuable technology in 

remote areas worldwide. It’s a true case of Aboriginal people being global leaders and 

making an international difference in health care. 

 

“This is a very responsible role for us which, we sincerely hope, will contribute to ending the 

scourge of blinding eye diseases in Australia’s remote regions – and in isolated communities 

around the world.” 

 

Ninti One will be working alongside the Vision CRC, the Brien Holden Vision Institute, the 

Centre for Eye Research Australia, the US-based technology firm Quantum Catch, the Fred 

Hollows Foundation, the Zhongshan Ophthalmic Centre in China, the LV Prasad Eye Institute 

in India, and the Aboriginal Health and Medical Research Council (AHMRC) of Australia, in a 

truly global partnership to defeat eye disease. 

 

The Australian Government has contributed $5 million under its CRC Program to the project, 

which will generate a further AU$24.5 million in partner investment towards developing the 

intelligent retinal camera  technology, and ensuring that the most socially and 

geographically disadvantaged benefit from its development first. 

 

Vision CRC CEO Professor Brien Holden says “Advanced medical devices of this nature are 

typically researched for use in affluent populations and aimed at high-end commercial 

returns. In this case, however, the technology will be affordable and accessible in remote 

communities and community health clinics around the world.”  

 

More information: 

Jan Ferguson, Managing Director, Ninti One Ltd,+61 (0)401 719 882 

Mark Ashley, General Manager, Business Development Unit +61 (0) 488 155 063 

Linda Cooper, Ninti One Communications Manager, +61 (0)419 331 119 

linda.cooper@nintione.com.au 

Stephen Davis, Brien Holden Vision Institute, M: +61 450 661 695 E: 

s.davis@brienholdenvision.org 
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